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The Problem

When creating patents reports combining search 
results from different databases  results from different databases… 
…how do you choose between conflicting 
information from different sources? 
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Sample Combined Report
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Sample Combined Report
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Survey conducted in April 2010

SurveyGizmo
S t 100   i it ti  t  Bi I t S t Ch t  Sent 100+ survey invitations to BizInt Smart Charts 
for Patents users
Posted survey invitation on PIUG wiki
6 questions
28 
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28 responses

Question 1: Patent Titles & Abstracts

Derwent World Patents Index and Chemical 
Abstracts both provide enhanced titles and Abstracts both provide enhanced titles and 
abstracts, while other databases, such as Patbase 
or MicroPatent, present the original or translated 
titles and abstracts.
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When a record with enhanced titles and 
abstracts is part of a group, do you?
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Question 1: Patent Titles & Abstracts

Answer Count Percent
Always select the enhanced 11 39%Always select the enhanced 
title/abstract

11 39%

select the title/abstract that best 
fits the search

11 39%

No preference 3 11%
decide based on cost or license 2 7%
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decide based on cost or license 
terms

2 7%

Never select the enhanced
title/abstract

1 4%

Question 2: Consistency within a Record

Selecting information from a mix of records can 
sometimes result in some fields not containing sometimes result in some fields not containing 
consistent information. For example, classification 
codes may come from a publication not in the 
selected family, or vice versa. 
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How important is consistency between fields? 
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Question 2: Consistency within a Record

Answer Count Percent
I would prefer that data between 15 54%I would prefer that data between 
fields match, all else equal

15 54%

I would always make sure the data 
between fields match

6 21%

Absolute consistency betwen fields 
is not important

5 18%
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is not important
No preference 2 7%

Question 3: Patent Families

The families reported by databases are often 
differentdifferent.

Which of these best describes how you select 
which publication numbers to show in your 
results?
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Question 3: Patent Families

Answer Count Percent
Create a composite family combining all 10 36%
of the publications in all of the records
Select the most comprehensive family 7 25%
Select the family from a particular 
database provider

5 18%

Select the smallest family which 
contains authorities of interest

3 11%
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contains authorities of interest
No preference 2 7%
Select only publications for authorities of 
interest

1 4%

Question 4: Publication Numbers

If you select a basic publication number to 
represent the family  how do you choose?represent the family, how do you choose?
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Question 4: Publication Numbers

Answer Count Percent
Select the earliest publication in 9 32%Select the earliest publication in 
the retrieved results

9 32%

Select a specific authority 8 29%
No preference 6 21%
Select an authority for which linked 
content is available

4 14%
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content is available
Select the basic publication 1 4%

Question 5: Claims - Language

Assuming that you and/or your client are English-
speakers If a patent has been granted  and the speakers -- If a patent has been granted, and the 
granted publication is currently only available in 
another language (e.g., German), 

which claims would you present to your client?
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Question 5: Claims - Language

Answer Count Percent
Claims from any application in 9 32%Claims from any application in 
English

9 32%

The granted claims, even though 
they are not in English

8 29%

Machine translation of the granted 
claims

6 21%
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claims
English claims from an application 
to a specific authority

4 14%

No preference 1 4%

Resulting Report
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Thank you to 
everyone who 
answered the 
survey!
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